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Abstract

Traditional print-based learning is gradually shifting to digital-based learning.
While there are practical advantages for learning in digital environments, one
must be aware that the medium might have an effect learning outcomes. This
meta-analytic study sought to review empirical data on differences between
print-based and digital-based reading comprehension. We analyzed studies
published or conducted between January 2000 and May 2017 that compared
reading comprehension in both media. Results from 23 studies based on almost
160,000 participants are reported in this preliminary analysis, as well as the
moderating effects of study time frame and text genre. Findings revealed a
small disadvantage of digital-based reading (g = -0.22). Moreover, restricted
time for reading (vs. self-paced) as well as informational texts (vs. narrative)
increased the digital-based reading disadvantage. The paper discusses the
pedagogical implications of these findings, and provides suggestions for more
effective digital-based reading comprehension and learning.

Keywords: reading comprehension, media effect, meta-analysis, genre, time
frame.
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WoN .(g = -0.22) D»HVIT DVOPLY NTNI NIPIN MIAN DY ,NPNIM
VAT DNVOH AWRD DT NI ,TPDONTN DTHN NYID NIN RIPIN NN
.0M9D NMIYD) YT RIN LOPLN IWRDY (VYN NNIYD) NOIIN NTNIDD
IANN NV DT 1IN DINNNN HY NVIMNTON MIOVWN T ININNDN

.D»HVINT DOVOPL TINH NI

1Y NON ,AIND ,NVOIN-NVN ,PTHN VPON ,NIPIN MIAN : AN M)

NXIan

NTNR5Y ,D0ITIN DXVDPL Y NODDIANN ,TPNNON NTHRON STHNITN I12YN W MIIITINN NH1aN
SY M1 NMMYYN IPOYA Y21 MY 12YN .ONSVINT DOVOPY Y NDDIAND NPNYNIL M2
NNYPN TPMTON NNWTINNN 121 PN NTNRY DY MPMA 7YYNN ,DM90NT TIdD MmN
2N TN, 7NNV PDDIAN N2 NTNRYY DOYUYN MNIN DINMP DINNX .NTHY NPNINOVI
D»PANN DIPNN .NTNRON DV Y YWY NIN GR WY DINNP 12 DPTHNY o9 DTN NPNY
D>PNN D) .DX2ANYN DINYNN VYN ,XIPIN TN Y YaWN DPTHN DX - NINYN NN NNV
P2 ,MNAY NOPR MIAD NPPO .NPTHN SNV NN 7PN IV VOPLN ,IPNNN TYN BN
NIPIN AN DY TYHY NYaWN W DPTRY W 1ORY NPXON MIANN 9Y MYTHN NYOWN NX AN
TNEN DX JPNNPONI WNTN MIPINN .(Singer and Alexander, 2017) D300 DXNIN NNN
DOTIN LOPL P2 NIPIN NIANA OYTIAN W DN DININD NINWA TPHRNNY NHLIN-NVN NIV

SNONN IPNNT NIV ST OYVIPT LOPL P

NMVYY 2¥0 9N YNDAN NINWNID PP VPN YD DRY NN TID> NNIN NHDIN-NVN MIPNNI
NVIN-NVN .JONN NIN RINND MIN,IPNND NPDIVOINDY MOVNN XNV DMIPNN P2 NNMPN
1999V DMIPNN 16 Ynav ,(2008) Kingston 1> DY N59Y) NI DY NTHN NYOIWN XYM NHTIP
NYOWN XN XD DN XIPIN MHANA IPOY 199N DMIPNNN TINK 8 P71 .990 N2 >N 19pa
Y19 2992 10 XIPIN 72N DY TN VPON NX NN PNONN IPNNA DTN MNXIN DY TR
LPON YY 132N MYLNA DTN DMMINN NYW HY DNYIVYN NX NPT ,Q0NI N2 1) 190 N2
Sy TINNN NYAYN NMNN DN DININIY NIYY .DOPOVN DY INDM INIPY TN NNON M

.PTIN VPN

1) OMIPNNTN PN .OMND NV DIPINI RIPIN NIAN DY MTNHN VPIX NN NVNIY OMPNN
IN T TITA DTNION PIT NN DN OINN NI ,LOPVLN NTNII/NNIPY SVAIN 1IT DXANNVND
NYNY DMIPNNN DN DXOYN TN, NNNINI NTNID NYIY PPINND NIN YT TIYY 91 NN .NINN
Ackerman & Lauterman,) 290121 Y29PN .77 DPAN DY N3 MINWNA DY INYIVN NN PY 191N
,ODPLN ANIN 12 TN NT MINWN P2 TDISPRIVIN INSD) YA NNON NN NN Dyon (2012
LN DI DI0T DTN NNIYD INMIPN PIT NDNND AN NYI THIOVINT NTINOY 19N
20 W DNOY AXPA TRV DANNWNY KN TN VPIN IR MY 1IN ROV DMPNNI
MY P2 NV 1PN H2IDN DTNRYT PAT TYUND DY T MIVIR ONY NMIN NXHY DANNWNIN NP
NN MMY NI MDYN NNMP MHYYNRM NOPVNRNN NI (Tullis & Benjamin, 2011) mxapn
NVDIN-NVNI )Y .XIPIN NN DY DYV NTHRN ONIAY , DTN PYIIN NN D ,DININD

LODPLN NNIPY NINIY PITN NNDNY THN VPN PAY PEPRIVIND NN D) PNV NINI

NN A9 TN YN NON LOPL .LOPLN DY NNDN XIN T NPDIR-NVNI JNAIVY NV DINN
N7VNA NT 57N .7NO DD NTYN (22PV) PNV VOPY HY NNDY Tya ,WIN YN NNPN
DOVNNYN NIV DPNWHN DOXVINONI) LOPLN MIANI DD DDTIND 22N IND DD HV
.NIPIN NN DY NYAWN LOPLN NNDD YWY NRIN OINNA IPNHN .(Goldman & Rakestraw, 2000)
MO VOPLN NIANY ANV NYPY NP TN NI YN LOPLY K¥N) DMIPNNN N*2INI
NN TN NV WINA INNNY OIPNN DIV NN DY .(Best, Floyd, & McNamara, 2008,5v15)
Cervetti, Bravo, Hiebert, Pearson, &) 1190 DOPLY DXV SYTN LOPLN NN INKD NN
DN TYNI VLOPLN NND NN NIYNA NNPD 2IVN ,JIIN NNDN DY DI NNYT1 .(Jaynes, 2009
MY ,LOPL HY NNNX NND IWNHNYN DMIPNNN NXAINY PN .XIPIN NN DY NPTHN VPIN NN
IYPNAMTIN VPN PAD N PATPIPRIVIIRD NN PN 1NH1IY DHDIN-NVN IPNHNY MDYN

NP NN Y

DN TYNN .NVIVN PINA DININNDN DIPIVIIPN DR IINNY DIPNN 1D N NPDIN-NVNI
NNDNN NHDIN-NVNPN .ONXIVNI ITTIPY DNINIVIIPA ITRYY DIPNN 23 DY DMNIVYNI DIRNNDN
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DD DY NINNHNN DNYOYN NN O NN ,DNIPIVIPA DX TNIVI INMITY DX9DN OMIPNN DI19ON
.DXANNWYNN 9N VOPLN TN D DXADN

no'vy

D"pznNnn n'naY oMoy

Sy PTRN VPON DY NPY NPT (1 : DINAN DNIPIVIIP ITHY NHDIN-NVNL YDV OMIPNHNN
DY) DXPYINI ININN H9I1ON) HDVIT LOPLVY DITIN LOPL P NNNYA TN ,NIPIN NN
NP NN HDID ND) LPONN DTN NN AYND 112 DIINNY DOVLDIVL DMV DY (2 ; (DTN
DMIPNNN (3 ;YN N9 MIAPYL DOWITTN DOVION NN IPD DXANMODNY IN (NYT NN IN
DXNNY VIVY YAYY DMIPNN 91990 NOONN 2016 NND TY 2000 INIHD DY) IN INOND
VY QUNRD DXIIYY NNIPY 293) N1 DN VIDY 112Y ROV DXIPNND DN DOYTH NY Y2ANI2 1NN

.(DYD"9 NMOVN

D"MNNN ¥ wIo'na MITXNo

VIDNN .TIPNNND N0 MNIRNNTD MTIAYN DI MIND YIDN MINTXIND 1900 NWNNYN
Psycinfo, Eric, Proquest psychology, Web of Science, : ©YXan D»NI0PYNN Y101 MDD TIV)
Scopus (Physical Sciences and Social Sciences & Humanities), Dissertation and theses (Proquest)
NPINVLP,IPND VIDND SNNN NYNNYN YTIN MNNRNI MTIaY vivdn1a . and Google Scholar.

:NN9N MM VNP ,NIMD SV

"("computer reading" OR "online reading” OR "screen reading" OR "digital reading" OR "print
reading" OR "paper versus screen” OR "differential test” OR "computer-based testing" OR
"computerized testing" OR "Computer Assisted Testing" OR "electronic book™ OR "electronic
text" OR "media effects” OR "reading medium" OR "mode effect”) AND (memory OR
comprehension OR retention OR "test performance” OR learning)".

NYPI2 OOYTN OMNIN 312N DINNA DXNNINY 1N ,0MNIVPIN YN MINNI YIDdNY DN
DNNN YINN NOMTP YINN NYND MDD HINONI ROY DOOMYT OMIPNN DY YN Haph
DMIPNN T DY HVVINY IN NINORY MTIAYN DX IVVINY DIPNN RIND 715 ,(Google Scholar)
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NIXRXIN

D9972 )T DXADN OMPNN 15-1,0MPNN 1797 NIROYN OPNIVPIND YN YNNNI WIDND
AYAPIY DNPIVIIPN 992 YTHYY MTIAY 54 19N ,03IPNNN DY IITOP 1D INKD D0 INY
LONINA TP IWN (54-N TINN) DIPNN 23 DY MM XM N IINNI

n'"TNN VPOX

MXNYN 31-) ©aNNWN 159171 oD TO DAY )T NHDIN-NVNA ONYD DMPNN DYDY DMWY
YY1 ©MPNN DXTHN NPOIVIIN .TPTHN VPN DT TI9)2 2WIN RN DY .7 TNHN VPN DY
VYWY »1o random-effects Dv 5702 NYNIA NPOIND (N = 16) DN (N =7) 990 N2 >TH> . ON

.DXTHN NNZINNA NN NPTV

AT DVOIN-NVN INNNY MRNYAN 31-D NNNX DD NIY MTNN VPR DTN DX IXRIN 1 DOWIN
SV OMOYW DYDY )Y .PTHN VPIN NYONY DIDID WY DITIND VOPLN DY ININI WININ
THN VPN DTN ONIND NNNYNL YDV ININD AN VI WNINI DY DYV DPOINN DT
PN TN JOP VPN DY YN IWN ,Hedges's g = —0.22 7>1 (1 DOWINI NNINK NNV IND) H91ON
DXYTHN N1AY SHVIT VOPL NMIANY NNV DTN LOPL HY NIPIN NN NIV (p < .001)
OMPNN NIVNL NPV NI [ (publication bias) ©1079N0 N»VN SW MMM T (N = 54 ) XONN
MV P2 DN ONONN DXTNI .DXNNY VIV 1TIY NOYW NINDI (DINMNIY VIDY INND) INDIMNNY

.NINNNA 40% : 60% NIN OXIPNNN IND

Study name Statistics for each study Hedges's g and 95% CI
Hedges's Standard Favours Paper-based Favours Digital-based
g error Variance p-Value
-1,189 Ackerman & Lauterman, 2012a 0.333 0,111 0,000 —_— i —
0,055 Ackerman & Lauterman, 2012b 0,315 0,099 0,861
0,012 Besach, 2008s 0.288 0.150 0.976
0,656 Beach, 2008b 0.210 0.096 0,024 ——
-0,802 Ben-Yehudsh & Eshet-Alkslsi, 2014a 0,302 0,091 0,008 e = —
0,278 Ben-Yehudah & Eshet-Alkalai, 2014b 0,288 0,083 0,334 B 1
0,787 Sattar Chaudhry, 2012 0,480 0,230 0,110 »
0.112 Conell et al., 2012 0.154 0024 0462 ——
0,380 Eyreetal 2017 a 0,015 0,000 0,000 [ |
0,381 Eyreetal 2017 b 0,014 0,000 0,000 ]
-0,208 Green et al, 2010 0,270 0073 0,253 ——
<0.187 Hongler, 2015a 0.346 0.120 0.589 ——
0,178 Hongler, 2015b 0,248 0,120 0,808 — i —
0,157 Hou et al, 2017 0,356 0,127 0,658 ——
0,105 Kaufman & Flanagan, 2016 0.225 0,051 0.840 ——
0.321 Lenhard et al, 2017 0.038 0,001 0,000 | |
0,499 Mayes et al.. 2001 0,315 0.099 0.113 1
0,611 MoCrea-Andrewsl, 2014 0,235 0.112 0,088 1
0,135 Morineau et al, 2015 0,310 0,096 0,883 —i—
0,070 Niccoli, 2015 0,131 0,017 0,593
0.025 Nichols, 2009 0.180 0,032 0.887 i
1,295 Nishizaki, 2015a 0,342 0,117 0,000 3
0,688 Nishizaki, 2015b 0,219 0,102 0,027 —
0,838 Nishizaki, 2015¢c 0.227 0052 0,005 +——
0,132 Norman & Furnes, 20168 a 0,279 0,078 0,636 ——
0,211 Norman & Furnes, 2018 b 0,308 0,095 0,492 —1—
0.051 Porion et al, 2018 0,224 0.055 0.827 —.—
0.212 Seehafer, 2014 0,242 0,059 0,382 ——
0,284 Taylor, 20118 0.337 0.114 0,434 —_—lG—
0,259 Taylor, 2011b 0,224 0,112 0.282 =
0.017 Wells, 2012 0,169 0029 0919
0,221 Overall effect size 0,040 0,002 0,000
2,00 41,00 0,00 1,00 2,00

2¢ nn'w oY 77100 VFONTI ATAN-NLNA ANIYA 757 AT VPOX W 17TIA .1 D'wAn
o19TA NNIY? N0 TA DTN N1ann N70n W 210 NINDS yi¥a %y n'y'axn Hedges's g

VOLN NAIOI NXMPY [AT NNAON :D'ANNN D'VFON

MINIAD TINNIY I NNON NIN XIPIN AN DY 7PTHN VPAN DX INNY NWYYY TN MNWYN
NPINLPN NVIZYN NNNRD NIND NHDIN-NVND NDINY NIRNYN DI, D080 PINY 295 . INIP NHLN
PITN NNVON ONN) MNMA (1 DDAV NI NNT KX PYAIN JIT ,DaNN I3 PPN NNON DY
MNXNYN N2Y AN T 7N VPOND .(p = .01) XIPIN AN DY MTNRN Y PN LPON NSND)
NTNOY VNN I DY MINVP VX NMYY (g = —-.32, p <.001) N521 I3 NNON DY MPIMNLPA

g=-11,p=.15
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NNYIPN PIDIN,NVIVIA ININY 295 .VDPVN NND XIN NHTIN-NVNI JNIY NIYUN YNNNT NINYNON
INNIN (1 NDAV) ANYNI YN0 PYN : INDN DY NPINLPN NYIDYND NNRD ND IXNYN YD1
TINN NP2 DDNIIN PN NN INDN DXVOPLI RIPIN NN MNNAY ININ NDVIN-NVNPN
YN VOPL MAN DY MTNN VPN .(g = —.34, p <.001) MLV TN MPTHN NYID,NMNDN NVOY
ND PO WHN 1PN 13 VPON YD ON (g = —.15, p = .02) S0 T VLOPL NYIVY PN NIN N D
NN P N9 NPOIND IWNRD .(g =—-.03, p = .75) D LOPL NIAN DY MTNN DY VPIN DI NNN)
AP =.28) XAPIN 1MAN DY 1 TND VPON DI KNI XY ,TPNDD NI NMIYDN NN DY NPINVPN
DDIN-NVNN TNXD IMNRY DIPNNN DY RINMD DITNHA JN DN DIRNNN DY DIPINY 1IN v

T

DR NYRYN N2W O»OVINT DXLDPLI YIMYY TINdY MOIYN YY) DVIX DY 7aynn NONY
DIPNN 23 DY OINYNRI MNNIA .NTNION PIY DY) RIPIN MIAN DY YavN DIXNP NN I D THN
.Hedges's g = —0.22 ;X771 132N Sy MTHN DY YNX TN PN DPAN N¥NI IMINRY 54-0 7NN
VN .0OTIN VOPL NIANNI NIV NING YDVINT VLOPL NIANY PIXN VPN DTN DY ¥DOUN TIvN
95 NN NMY,NHLIN-NVNA DIV DIPNN P2 NI MNYD 12N YAPNN NTVPINY | )IXD
NOP MTNN VPIN SVW TN DINN .OXITHN NPDIZIINY RIPIN MIAN NPT 1Y 19IND ,IPNNN
32N NP WD ITYNIY MIAIYN NN Y MIIDI DINNTIN DXOPANI TN DITI NI TN
TNND NPNOY XIPIN NN DY MWNN NND .(Cheung & Slavin, 2012, g = 0.16 ,5wnY) XN
NTNRY NN APNN 951 YHNWNY DN YN TNRN VPINI AWNNNY 1IWN ,0»NN

DPHVINT MDA DN

: TN MYVNI BTN DIIMAINND MY HY MHINNNN DNYIVN D) NIND) NIIN-NVNT MNINI NN
DYNIND DY WIANN NHDIR-NVNM IRYNND .LOPLN KV NNDM NNRIPN NYVLN VINAD JPIIN NNON
NN RN IDON ONXIND TONX .XIPIN NN DY NOYTN NP0V NYAUN v NXTHN VPIND DNV
AN NP NDITH NTP R¥NDI VOPLVLN NNIPY I HANN ONA OMIPNNA .DTRON/NNIPN IR
YUMN JOT DXANNWND N TYUND [, NINT NNIYD DTN VOPL NNIWY YDVINT LOPL YW KIPIN
TOID DY DYV Y20 .NPTHN PNV 0T PN MANN NN DMWNINA ,LOPVLN NNIPD
NNMIPY ¥ NN PAT NYN DY ONRIND ,NIANYN MO NIAYY RN ,7PTHN VPIN DY VOPLN
3)9-DY T2 INAN ST VOPYL NMANY NIN> NXNI NNITA .VDPLN NIANT SMYHYN NN N
NP DAY DDTHNN NYAYIN KD NPD LOPL DY NIND MIAN ,ANT NNWY .TPIVNT MINN
TYNNY WN PYTN LOPL HY NND DY NOYY) 1901 N2 NTNIN NPAINY NP .OXANNYNN
T2-9y DOWIANN NVVIN-NVNN ORNNN ,DIDDY I MIDN DXOVOPLI MTNN VPAN NN NN
LOPL NNOIP N NNMIPN PIT NYAINA OX P2 ,MIANN TONN PIT2 XDVINPN DNIYN NRIYNIY

D9TIN VLOPYL IWRND PHIVINT LOPL HY KIPIN NN INY NYNI PYTN

NVDIN-NVNN MRNN .DTNON DY ONIY-MDMNA OMYP DY MDA IWP) VMNP DN
NYNA NPPOY) NTNON DY HINRY-MOM DY MINMPN NPINIRND NN DNIND TN DY MYa8N
99010 .NPYVLIPT MDD MIAN MOVN NN N 090 DIVPNY (Boekaerts, in press NI
TION DY ONRY-MOM DY NDVN NINIT TN NNDN DY LPIND MODNPNN NPVLIIRN MY)
YTV DY IWANND TMDY NN PAT DV XN NNN NTNOY TNV MDVIMNP-NVNN NN ,TPYNI
0NV DYDY DXAND MIYY 1Y XNY NNN NNRY 1Y (Thiede & Dunlosky, 1999) n1ndn
.(Barrouillet, Bernardin, Portrat, Vergauwe, & Camos, 2007) D»w>n2 N9 929 NN 200N P
(germane) 72107 Y2>VINP VMY DX 11D 91D 1IT XNV DININD DINN DMIIPNND ,NNT NNYY
ONPTN 902 .(Gerjets & Scheiter, 2003) NYYWNA INY NI MTPHRNNA NV DY NIV
Sy WAVND MIYY ,LOPLN NN NA,NTHNY MIYVIRD NIVNL INPDI KD D080 DOONINRNN
NIV DTHN VPIR ,NTMNIDN DY MIXY-MOMN DY 595N 1 T0 ONYNNA .NTNON NHLN NN
TR0 MOV VN DY (context effects) AWPNN LPANR SY YV NIPN P NIN N NPDIR-NVNI
INNDY P22 ONIPY PNNMND DTN INMP NN (Daniel & Woody, 2013) » TN DNT ,OWnd
LOPLN NIANN NN NIV NNMN PHVINTN VOPLN DY KIPIN NIAN WON DIWYPNN NIVIY
NNIPY IRNYNL N2 IRMIP DY IWPNA INY 51T 1PN NXTHN VPON ,NIRYI NN .DITINN
TONN SV MNNY-MOM DY WPNY YWY N2 MDYNND DY DOWIANND DN DINYNN .NTIVNI

NN

TION MOIYN YTNYN NPWYNND ¥IN) dNDA PON NN DMHVNT DVOPLN NTND ,01DY
,M DINNA DD OIPNN ITTIY? IND NIINY NPTIN-NVNN IRYNNY DMNMPN NN .MYSPNHRNM
mM2202 NPNY NYNINND DN OINK DIMNNY MTHN VPN TN NIANIND NI 1IN
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